NOTES

A Visit to Isle aux Vaches Marines

R. Gerlach,
PO Box 207, Victoria, Mahé,
SEYCHELLES

On 28/5/94 Adrian Skerrewt and T visited Isle aux Vaches Marines which is
a small (4.7 hectares) rock island situated off the south-west coast of Mahé., We
were looking Tor the presence of breeding scabirds and passed close 10 Coneeption
and Therese where there were no signs al all,  There were many scabirds as we
approached Isle aux Vaches Marines, mostly common or brown noddies (Anous
stolidux (Linnacus, 1758) and a few bridled terns (Sterna anacthetus Scopoli,
1786). We estiniated that there were approximately 2000 noddies on the island and
many had cggs. The brideld terns were scen on the wing and there was no sign of
any nesting activity although the terrain is ideal for them.

The island is @ granite outcrop and as such has no soil. 1L has however
been used by scabirds and has been colonised by some plants. Of these the Ficus
fave grown int (airly substatial wees up © 3 high, This island has rarely been
visited previously and there are few published records of its flora and launa.

Land animals included Seychelles skink (Mabuya sechellensis), giant
mitlipedes (Sechelleptus seycheliensis) and the shed skins of the rock crab Grapsus
tenuicrustadus . The presence of giant millipedes is notable as these have not been
recorded on the island previously,  Skinks were recorded by Vesey-Fitzgerald
{1947y but in the 19505 only M. wrighti were noted. These were not scen o this
visil which suggests that M. yechelfensis has repliced the larger sca-bird associated
species.

Of the plants Ficus reflexa Thunberg  and Ficus avi-avi Blume were all
over the island in crevices but were imostly scattered. A small clump was preseni on
the Lop platcau wilh Cocos nucifera Linnaues, 1753, There were severdl clumps ol
grass and  sedge  (Graminae:  Peanisetium  polystachyon  (Linnacus, 1753},
Stenotaphrum  micranther (Desv),  Cyperaceae:  Marisucs  dubius  (Roub.),
Mariscus ligudaris (Linnacus)y, The lern Nephrolepis of, biserrata was present
under the fig wees.  Lippia nodiflora (Linnacus, 1753) and Pentodon pentandus
(Schumacher & Thonn.) were present, Sarcosenuna viminale Br., 1810 was only
scen on rocks near the shore, Specimens were collected of the following species;
Muariscus dubins, Pennisetium polystachyon, Stenotapheum micranthum, Pentodon
pentandus, Marisus ligularis, Sarcostermna viminale, Ficus avi-avi, [©. reflexa and
an unidentificd shrub. Al arc in the collection of the NPTS, The plant list is
compared to the collections made by Sauer (1967) and Prazier & Feare in 1973
(Roberson 1989) in Table 1,
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je 1. Plant lists for Isle aux Vaches Marines

1967 1973 1994
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[Cacos aucf2 * > -
Pagpaium vaginanet ! E

h’-ensiseriwn galy:.-racluon
Srenolaphrit micranthum N "
Mariscus dubius . :
Mariscus ligularis N -
Nghralegis bisgrrata N -
Liggia nadiflera

Ficus avi-avi

Ficus reflexa

Pantadan enfandries ¥
Sarcostemmnd viminale
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